
RESOURCES FOR

BUILDING A

CUSTOM HOME

THE BEST WAY TO

HIT YOUR BUDGET

© 2021 COPYRIGHT FREEMAN’S CONSTRUCTION, INC.

PLANS & DESIGN | CUSTOM HOME BUILDING COST GUIDE (CONTINUED)

We needed a
complete remodel on
our home. Working

with Freeman’s
Construction was the
best decision we
could make. They

were very professional
in every phase of the
project. Everything
turned out beautiful
and we recommend
them to everyone.

You can not go wrong
by hiring Freeman’s

Construction.

Jean Winslow

VISIT OUR

Google Business Page!

CALL US TO
SCHEDULE A

PROJECT
CONSULTATION

760.788.6846
TFGONLINE.COM

“

THE FIRST STEP…”PRELIMINARY

DESIGN”

THE SECOND STEP…”FINAL DESIGN”

COST FOR THE PLANS AND DESIGN

PHASE

WHY DO THE PLANS & DESIGN COSTS

VARY?

WHAT DOES STRUCTURAL

ENGINEERING COST FOR A HOME?

COSTS TO HIRE A DRAFTSMAN

VERSUS AN ARCHITECT

EXAMPLES OF PLANS & DESIGN FEES

FOR TWO DIFFERENT SIZE HOMES

So typically the first step is we will meet with you, and we will talk to

you about what your needs are, what size home you want, what level

of finishes you want in the home. We will also look at your land and

decide what's the best positioning for the home on the lot. We're

also going to look at what it's going to cost to actually improve the

lot. This will allow us to know how much money we have left over in

the budget to actually build the home. So once we have met with

you and we understand those parts of it, then we are going to

establish a price point for the building of your home. We will take

that price point and include it in a design agreement. Once the

design agreement is in place, we will then begin the preliminary

design and start drawing floor plans and elevations.

Once the floor plan and elevations are done we will look at the

pricing and make sure that what we have designed is going to meet

the budgeted price point we were shooting for in the design

agreement. Once we have gotten some bids, and compared pricing

using unit costing from other projects, and we are confident that the

home can be built for the budgeted price point we will take the next

step and move into a “Final Design” phase.

During that final design phase, we may also possibly bring in an

interior designer at that point if needed to get the exact selection

details figured out so we can get our pricing closer when we

complete the final bidding on the project during that phase.

So that's the process from design agreement all the way through to

where we actually submit the plans to the city or county building

departments.

There is a deposit that is due at the start of the “Preliminary Design”

phase and there is also a deposit that's due at the beginning of the

“Final Design” phase. Both deposit amounts are included in the

design agreement.

Now, what does this all cost to do? Typically you're going to spend

somewhere between 4% to 6% of the actual build costs to get the

plans and design completed. So for example, if you have a $500,000

build cost budget, the plans and design would cost somewhere

between $20,000 to $30,000 to get that package put together.

Now, if the build costs were $1,000,000, then we'd be looking

somewhere between $40,000 to $60,000 to get the plans and

design package put together.

During the final design, we're going to get the structural engineering

completed, complete all the structural drafting, complete the truss

calculations and the Title 24 energy calculations. We're going to put

that whole package together so it is ready to submit to the city or

county building departments.

There are a couple of reasons those numbers will vary, and I'm going to

give you a couple examples here. The first reason is that a draftsman is

less money than if you had an architect draw the plans. Another reason

is, if you have a structure that has more porches, more garages, it's a

more complex structure, it has deck areas, or it is on a subfloor, those

add to the structural engineering costs. Structural engineering costs are

based on the square footage of the structure. The structure would

include anything under the roof including living area, garage area,

covered porches and decks. The structural engineer will charge by the

square foot for all of these areas.

The structural engineering for a home costs roughly somewhere

between $1.25 to $1.75 a square foot, depending on the type of

structure that you have.

If you want more information on

building a custom home, the costs to

build a custom home, or how to buy

land, or even popular custom floor

plans, you can get that here page on

our website www.tfgonline.com. We

also have a very comprehensive

Frequently Asked Questions section

that goes into a ton of detail on all

the questions that we get on building

custom homes. So I hope that helps.

Thank you for your time, and have a

great rest of your day.

2226 sq. ft. Custom Home

$13,000 - Contractor Value Engineer, Design, Budgeting &

Selections

$16,500 - Contractor Value Engineer, Design, Budgeting &

Selections

$5,565 - Plans (Draftsman)

$17,600 - Plans (Architect)

$3,302 - Structural Engineering

$6,259 - Structural Engineering

$250 - Title 24 Energy Calculations

$600 - Title 24 Energy Calculations

$2,500 - Interior Design

$10,000 - Interior Design

$24,617 - Total

$50,959 - Total

4,400 sq. ft. Custom Home

So that covers plans and design for a

custom home. Now there are a

number of ways to do it, but we have

found that this has worked the best.

It's a great way to hit the budget that

you are needing to hit by going

through and starting with a design

agreement where we work with you,

your draftsman and your engineer, to

get all of that put together, to

establish and hit the budget that

you're wanting to hit for your home.

To hire a draftsman to draw your plans it will cost about $2.50 sq. ft.

If you hire an architect, it will cost anywhere from $4.00 To $6.00, or

even more to have them draw the plans.

Turn from evil
and do good;
seek peace and
pursue it.

Psalm 34:14
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We operate in all areas
of San Diego County

• Design Build Custom Homes

• Whole House Remodels &
Additions

• Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADU’s)

• Steel Storage & Winery
Buildings

• Building Site Cost Analysis

SERVICES
OFFERED CALL US TO

S C H E D U L E A

P.O . Bo x 2 5 7 6 , Ramona , CA 92 0 6 5 | www. t f g on l i n e . c om | 7 6 0 - 7 8 8 - 6 8 4 6

PROJECT CONSULTATION
760.788.6846

O C T O B E R N E W S 2 0 2 1

FLOOR PLANS & DESIGN | CUSTOM
HOME BUILDING COST GUIDE

(CONTINUED INSIDE)

D OWN L O A D

www.tfgonline.com/popular-custom-home-floor-plans

POPULAR
CUSTOM HOME
FLOOR PLANS

Today we're going to cover the plans and design for building a custom

home. We're going to start by talking about what the steps are, and

then we're going to go into the actual cost of what it takes to get the

plans and design done, so you can submit your plans to the city or the

county and get the process started on building your home.
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